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ly to be effective in delivering social
services. What is incontestably clear
is that the Bush administration has
reduced the barriers that stood in
the way of some highly effective or-
ganizations that had religious affil-
iations. By all accounts, Bush him-
self remains committed to his faith-
based initiative, even telling as-
sociates that, along with the war on
terror, he expects “compassionate
conservatism” to be the main theme
of his presidential library.

Measured against the high expec-
tations that accompanied the pro-
gram’s launching, its accomplish-
ments may seem modest to some of
its supporters, including David Kuo.
But politics rarely works miracles;
more typically, it leads to an accu-
mulation of incrementally useful
steps. If some Christian voters failed
to cast a ballot in November out of
the belief that the White House did
not deliver on “compassionate con-
servatism,” they were the ones who
were duped.
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WHY DID the peoples of Stal-

in’s Soviet Union resist the
German invasion in 1941? Nobody
need ask why they resisted the 1942
offensive that almost reached the
Caspian Sea. Or why they fought
ferociously thereafter, from Stalin-
grad all the way to Berlin in the
largest military campaign in human
history. For by January, February,
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and March 1942, Soviet forces had
reconquered hundreds of villages
and several towns in a wide arc
around Moscow that had been in
German hands for a few weeks or
months, and soldiers and survivors
soon spread the word of what had
been found.

In place after place, there were
Russian prisoners of war, dead by
the thousands in open fields en-
closed by coils of barbed wire; they
had not been shot, but simply left to
die of hunger. There were the
frozen bodies of countless civilians,
mostly old men, women, and chil-
dren. German troops had seized
their homes and forced them out af-
ter robbing them of furs, sheepskin
jackets, or even humble rags; they
died struggling through the waist-
high snow in a vain attempt to find
shelter in temperatures of minus 30
degrees centigrade. Then there were
the horrific remains of hangings and

mass shootings of “Bolshevik com-
missars”—a category that could em-
brace any state or party official—as
well as of Jews and of resisters, in-
cluding those who had failed to obey
commands only because they did
not understand German.

By 1942, in short, the Germans had
become monsters in human form,
who had to be resisted at any cost.
But that was not yet known in 1941.
On the contrary, and especially in
the Ukraine, the German army en-
joyed an excellent reputation dating
back to World War I, when invad-
ing German troops were known for
their disciplined behavior. Besides,
a great many of Stalin’s subjects had
excellent reasons for refusing to de-
fend the Soviet Union, whose eco-
nomic strategy was based on the
ruthless extraction of agricultural
output to pay for industrial and mil-
itary investment. In the 1930%, in
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order to break actual or potential re-
sistance to forced collectivization,
millions of supposedly richer peas-
ants (“Kulaks”) had been deported
to Siberia under atrocious condi-
tions, and many more millions died
of hunger in local famines caused by
the forcible requisition of crops at
gunpoint, plain administrative in-
competence, and an ideological con-
tempt for the peasantry that blind-
ed urban party officials to the im-
peratives of rural life.

So it is not surprising that in
1941 many peasants ceremoniously
received the first German invaders
with bread and salt and high expec-
tations of liberation. Nor is it sur-
prising that, in towns and cities, the
Nazis found natural collaborators
among the surviving bourgeoisie or
those, including the humblest shop-
keepers, who had been persecuted
as such by the regime. Even safely
proletarian party members had
grounds for refusing to defend Stal-
in’s regime, whose purges had first
carried off the higher echelons of
Old Bolsheviks and then continued
down the line through every branch
of the party apparatus and state bu-
reaucracy.

Finally, the disaster of the Ger-
man invasion of June 22, 1941 was
itself demoralizing, especially with-
in the ranks of the Red Army. Al-
though not many knew that Stalin
had been personally responsible for
the failure to heed the sixty-odd
warnings of the impending invasion,
some dating back more than six
months, the consequences of that
failure were obvious to all. Soviet air
and ground forces, kept in front-
line deployments and advanced air-
fields instead of being pulled back
for a counterblow from safer posi-
tions in the rear, were quickly over-
run by the first thrust of the Ger-
man offensive. The result was the
immediate loss of thousands of air-
craft, tanks, and artillery pieces
(more than the Germans had on all
fronts), leaving the remaining Sovi-
et forces desperately weak in both
armor and airpower.
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That is why the Germans could
advance in a series of great encir-
clements to reach the approaches to
the Moscow region by October
1941, precipitating both the official
evacuation of ministries and facto-
ries and the panicked flight of many
officials. By then, it was by no means
unreasonable for Hitler to consider
his Russian campaign essentially
won. British intelligence concurred,
as did most other observers.

What happened next to save the
day was not, as legend has it, the on-
set of the Russian winter—the Ger-
man Panzers could advance swiftly
on frozen ground—but an astonish-
ing recovery by the Soviet army in
the field and the population behind
it. This defied all logic, and cannot
be explained by appeal to German
atrocities as yet unknown. And this
is the mystery that Rodric Braith-
waite addresses in Moscow 1941, a
triumph of historical explanation.

IN ARRIVING at his answer, Braith-
waite reviews and presents anew the
controversies that have bedeviled
conventional diplomatic and mili-
tary histories of the Russian front.
Why did Stalin ignore the excellent
intelligence foretelling the invasion?
(He expected an ultimatum with
outrageous demands—which he
meant to accept.) Would the Ger-
mans have done better by heading
straight to Moscow instead of con-
quering the Ukraine first? (Proba-
bly not.) Had Stalin been planning
a surprise attack of his own, which
the German advance preempted? (A
fashionable thesis for a while, but
nonsense.) And so forth.

But the question on which this
book is focused remains that of mo-
tivation. Why, instead of surren-
dering in what were obviously
hopeless circumstances—as even
the best British troops had done,
and would do—did Soviet troops
fight to the death? And that made a
huge difference: some 100,000 Ger-
mans were killed by December
1941, mostly by little groups of
leaderless Red Army stragglers
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whose units had fallen apart and
which the Germans listed as de-
stroyed. And why did civilians vol-
unteer in such huge numbers, form-
ing militia units that were mostly
cut down in their first encounters
with the enemy?

BRATTHWAITE’S answer is that, after
the colossal and humiliating defeats
of the great battles of encirclement
in which the Red Army had been
easily outmaneuvered again and
again, the war had become a fight for
self-respect, and for national identi-
ty. For Russians, the national identi-
ty in question was Russian, an in-
stinctive patriotic reflex. For those
non-Russian nationalities that in one
way or another had advanced under
Soviet rule despite all its cruelties,
that identity was Soviet.

These non-Russians included
central Asians who had been eman-
cipated from Islamic medievalism
and Jews liberated from czarist anti-
Semitism and not yet subjected to
its late-Stalinist variety. It is not by
chance that one hero of the battle
for Moscow was the Khazak lieu-
tenant Baurjan Momysh-Uly, im-
mortalized in Aleksandr Bek’s fac-
tual novel, The Volokolamsk High-
way (1944). Another was Lev
Mikhailovich Dovator, the Jewish
general in command of the Cossack
cavalry corps of the Red Army—a
fitting reversal of the historic rela-
tionship between Cossack and Jew.
Thus, in the course of answering his
own question, Braithwaite illumi-
nates both an essential quality of
Russian culture and the superim-
posed workings of the Soviet regime
and Soviet institutions, including
the army.

Braithwaite is obviously a talent-
ed historian, and one who knows
how to write. He also knows Rus-
sian, not as a foreigner who has
studied the language but as a high-
ly cultured Russian might. He
seems to have read everything of
importance on his subject, includ-
ing the latest crop of published di-
aries, sociological studies, and even

popular histories like Anthony
Beevor’s Stalingrad (1998) and its
Russian equivalents.

But the success of this ambitious
book also reflects a privileged ac-
cess to information. Braithwaite has
been to Russia countless times and
lived in Moscow for prolonged pe-
riods, including a stint as British
ambassador during the 1990 when
the Soviet Union was giving way to
Yeltsin’s Russia. He made good use
of his opportunities to find, culti-
vate, and interview significant par-
ticipants and privileged observers of
the Moscow events of 1941.

His sources are not ordinary peo-
ple, whose slice-of-life anecdotes are
the stuff of popular histories but
whose long-ago impressions are of-
ten distorted by memory, that most
creative of faculties. Instead, they
are experts of one kind or another,
soldiers and civilians alike, or inti-
mates of the departed great; from
their renditions of the past, Braith-
waite distilled his own account of
what happened and why.

The results are indeed a revela-
tion. For the first time, one feels
that one understands every stage of
this story—from the strangely un-
real start of a war whose reality Stal-
in denied for several hours even af-
ter the Germans had opened fire
across the entire 1,000-kilometer
front from the Baltic to the Black
Sea, to the subsequent collapse of
one Soviet front after another, to
the unbelievably swift loss of the
vast territories west of Moscow,
through the great panic, all the way
to the unexpected recovery, the as-
tonishingly successful counterattack,
and the first victory.

That victory proved ephemeral
for the Soviet side because all the
re-conquered lands were soon lost,
and much more was lost in the fol-
lowing year. But it guaranteed the
ultimate defeat of Nazi Germany,
which could only have won the war
by crushing all resistance in 1941,
before the Americans were forced
into the fight. The rest of the story

is well known.
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VANGELICAL Christians make
up as much as a third of the
U.S. population and a full quarter
of voters in national elections. In
addition to proclaiming their faith
in Jesus and belief in the Bible as the
true word of God, most evangelicals
also oppose abortion, want to see
more religion in public life, and
strongly support Israel. All of this
makes liberals anxious and unhap-
py, particularly Jewish liberals, who
see the evangelical embrace of Israel
as a kind of ruse to promote the
conversion of Jewish souls and to
ensure that Jews play their assigned
role in the Christian script for Ar-
mageddon.

Indeed, in recent years, this un-
ease has turned into active ill will,
including public condemnation
from prominent Jewish leaders. In
November 2005, for example, Abra-
ham Foxman, the national director
of the Anti-Defamation League
(ADL), warned that the evangelical
political agenda amounted to a
“campaign to Christianize Ameri-
ca.” Soon thereafter, Rabbi Eric
Yoffie, the head of the Reform
movement, denounced the religious
Right for its supposedly Nazi-like
bigotry toward homosexuals and for
claiming a “monopoly on God.”

Why should American Jews, who
seemingly would welcome whatev-
er help they can get in supporting
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